The Crooked Axis String Quartet was formed in early 2010 as a side-project featuring members of Number Nine Experiment, Zamal Bash, and Red Haze. 

In 2011, the band shorten its name to The Crooked Axis. 

They record their first album: "Strange Girl" in August 2011 (made of auto-produced demos, released on their own indie music label "1D"). (http://fxofxs.bandcamp.com) 

The same month, the band has the pleasure to play at the famous "Celebration Days Festival" (in Picardie, near Paris, France) alongside other great bands of the new european psychedelic rock scene (Black Market Karma, Cheap Wine, Buddy Hemlock, Hanami, ...). 

Since August'2012, The Crooked Axis and some other friends bands decided to form their own music label: "Negative Beat". Somewhat in the spirit of "The Committee To Keep Music Evil" (label founded by Anton Newcombe of the Brian Jonestown Massacre), it focuses on indie underground alternative rock music. All groups have elements of psychedelia, but they all sound different. (http://www.negativebeat.com/) 

The group The Crooked Axis consists of three members: 

·  Arnaud Schmitz (a.k.a. AliBabaBlackSheep) on guitar and vocals. Former member of Heaven (1995-2003), Pentastar (2006-2009), Number Nine Experiment (since 1999), Zamal Bash (2008-2011), … and many other projects like Audran; an anagram of Arnaud and his stage name for solo acoustic performances. He’s been touring in 2011 with Pamplem(o)u(s)se (UK / Hanami side-project), and more recently with Cavan Moran, former member of These Eyes Are Cameras (UK). 

He was also the founder of the indie music label "1D". 

·  Elie Deniset (a.k.a. Den Volta) on bass and vocals. Former member of Red Haze, who leads a parallel career as an actor in Paris. 

·  J.B. Amann (a.k.a. Vince Morgan) on drums. Also a former member of Red Haze. He also performs many activities in the field of filmmaking (as director, actor, ...), this lead him to make the movie "You Ain't Goin' Nowhere" in March 2011, in which all three members of the band were involved. (http://fxofxs.yolasite.com/films.php) 

At the beginning, the band included a fourth member: Damien «Bob» Hauck on guitar and keyboards, who left the band late 2010 due to health reasons. 

The group sometimes invites other artists to jam on stage (like Matt Roujemaure on flute). 

The Crooked Axis on the web (usefull links): 

Official band website: http://crookedaxis.yolasite.com/ 

Press items: http://crookedaxis.yolasite.com/press.php 

AliBabaBlackSheep side-projects website: http://fxofxs.yolasite.com/ 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/crookedaxis 

Myspace: http://www.myspace.com/thecrookedaxis 

ReverbNation: http://www.reverbnation.com/thecrookedaxis 

Dooload: http://www.dooload.de/crookedaxis 

Soundcloud: http://soundcloud.com/the-crooked-axis 

Bandcamp: http://fxofxs.bandcamp.com/ 

Management / booking e-mail: arnaud.schmitz@free.fr 

